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Summary 

• Early focus on improving storage conditions to be less energy intensive. Move 
towards more passive approaches to maintaining suitable storage conditions.  

• Need for greater acknowledgement of impact of archives practices and the active 
role of archives staff and volunteers, as well as previous focus on storage and 
building design.  

• Growing conversation in relation to digital preservation, following emergence of 
writing and discussion in the United States. 

• Library sector initiatives have previously focused on managing use 
of physical resources, such as printing. However, discussions that are more 
recent have included appropriate use 
of conference travel, possible online alternatives for events, and the sustainability of 
digital libraries.   

• Growth in interest on impact of NFTs.   

 

The National Archives (UK)  

Collaborate with University College London’s Institute for Sustainable Heritage on revised 
standards which have led to greater energy efficiency by shifting practices away from 
maintaining rigid artificial temperatures and relative humidity targets, towards maintaining 
stable annual temperature and relative humidity levels, in storage facilities. 

Statement from The National Archives (UK) on sustainability and climate action  

 

Climate Heritage Network 

Voluntary membership organisation with digital network. Mobilised in 2018 and launched in 
2019. A number of UK archives are members including University of East London Archives 
and the UK National Archives. Covers topics such as the role of arts, culture and heritage in 
decarbonisation and promoting climate solidarity. Membership is costed by suggested 
donation.   

Climate Heritage Network 

 

https://www.theverge.com/2021/3/15/22328203/nft-cryptoart-ethereum-blockchain-climate-change
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/heritage/#:%7E:text=We%20deliver%20sustainable%20solutions%20to,teaching%20for%20future%20heritage%20leaders.
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-role/plans-policies-performance-and-projects/our-plans/sustainability-and-climate-action-statement/
http://climateheritage.org/


 

  

 

   
 

London Metropolitan Archives  

Statement published in early 2021 on their commitment to sustainable preservation.  

 

Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums 

Example of a published statement on environment and sustainability. Although this focuses 
on buildings and impact of services although this includes responsibilities of senior staff.  

 

Society of American Archivists  

Statement on position of their professional body. Acknowledges need for education for 
archivists. Resources focus on climate threat to archives.  

 

Articles 

Heidi N Abbey ‘The Green Archivist: A Primer for Adopting Affordable, Environmentally 
Sustainable, and Socially Responsible Archival Management Practices’ Archival Issues 
(2012)  

• Within the field of archival science, investigations have concentrated on facilities 
design and environmental control rather than on a holistic approach promoting 
simple, attainable, green initiatives that archivists can readily implement. 

• Conclusion: ‘To move beyond constructing green buildings and managing facilities 
and operations and consider its impact on the natural world, the archives profession 
now has the opportunity to step back and assess where we have been and where we 
are going on this green journey. And using our new core value of “social 
responsibility,” coupled with a strategic framework as a starting point, we can put it 
into action to become more vocal ambassadors for environmental change.’ 

 

Gobinda Chowdhury ‘Sustainability of digital libraries: a conceptual model and a research 
framework’ International Journal of Digital Libraries (2014)  

• Impact of extensive use of ICT infrastructure and equipment.  
• Somewhat dated as promotes cloud computing as an alternative which has since 

been shown to be detrimental in its environmental impact (and has grown 
significantly in use since this article was published).  

 

Lisa Beutelspacher and Christine Meschede ‘Libraries as promoters of environmental 
sustainability: Collections, tools and events’ (2020)  

https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/history-and-heritage/london-metropolitan-archives/about-lma/sustainable-preservation
https://www.twmuseums.org.uk/about/environmental-sustainability
https://www2.archivists.org/statements/information-brief-archives-and-the-environment
https://www2.archivists.org/groups/regional-archival-associations-consortium-raac/climate-change-resources-for-archivists
https://minds.wisconsin.edu/bitstream/handle/1793/72389/AI_Vol34_No2_HeidiNAbbey1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://minds.wisconsin.edu/bitstream/handle/1793/72389/AI_Vol34_No2_HeidiNAbbey1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://minds.wisconsin.edu/bitstream/handle/1793/72389/AI_Vol34_No2_HeidiNAbbey1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://tefkos.comminfo.rutgers.edu/Courses/e553/Articles/Articles%20Sp15/Chowdhury%20Sustainability%20of%20dig%20lib%20Int%20J%20Digit%20Libr%202014.pdf
http://tefkos.comminfo.rutgers.edu/Courses/e553/Articles/Articles%20Sp15/Chowdhury%20Sustainability%20of%20dig%20lib%20Int%20J%20Digit%20Libr%202014.pdf
https://cf3-www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/publications/ifla-journal/ifla-journal-46-4_2020.pdf#page=45
https://cf3-www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/publications/ifla-journal/ifla-journal-46-4_2020.pdf#page=45


 

  

 

   
 

• German study of library activities.  
• Highlights previous focus on sustainability of library buildings.  
• Libraries are purchasing books that promote environmental sustainability.  

 

Ben Goldman, ‘It’s not easy being green(e): Digital preservation in the age of climate 
change (2018) 

• Considers impact of digital preservation.  

 

Pendergrass, Sampson, Walsh and Alagna, ‘Towards environmentally sustainable digital 
preservation’ (2019) 

• Influential article which prompted further discussion in the digital preservation 
community. 

 

Jan Zastrow, ‘Environmental sustainability and climate action in libraries and archives’, 
The Digital Archivist (2021) 

• Covers impact of professional development activities and need for reduction of 
travel in support of conferences.  

 

Faulkner, Lu and Chen, ‘Archivists’ golden egg: environmental sustainability practices of 
archives (2021) 

• Reflects on lack of writing about practical implementation of environmentally 
sustainable practices.  

• Aims to help guide archivists.   

 

Other resources  

‘Archivists against the climate crisis’ Material Memory Podcast (2020)  

• Interview with key figures in use discussions – Eira Tansey and Ben Goldman  
• Initial focus on environmental risks to US archives (98.8% of US archives will face a 

climate risk factor - for example storm surge, wild fire risk and sea level rises), but 
then explores important statistics on impact of digital preservation and the role of 
archivists in activism.  

• More research needed on risks to archives in rest of world.  
• Challenge idea that collections need to keep growing/collecting. Not just physical 

collecting. Carbon footprint of digital collecting too.  

https://scholarsphere.psu.edu/resources/381e68bf-c199-4786-ae61-671aede4e041
https://scholarsphere.psu.edu/resources/381e68bf-c199-4786-ae61-671aede4e041
https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/40741399/360-9081-82.1.165.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/40741399/360-9081-82.1.165.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.infotoday.com/cilmag/dec19/Zastrow--Environmental-Sustainability-and-Climate-Action-in-Libraries-and-Archives.shtml
https://www.infotoday.com/cilmag/dec19/Zastrow--Environmental-Sustainability-and-Climate-Action-in-Libraries-and-Archives.shtml
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/EL-09-2020-0260/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/EL-09-2020-0260/full/html
https://material-memory.clir.org/archivists-against-the-climate-crisis/


 

  

 

   
 

• Energy consumption of world’s data centres already accounts for 2% of global 
emissions – on par with UK emissions! Data centres are on track to account for 14% 
of world carbon footprint by 2040 – the equivalent of the US!  

• Need for an honest assessment of power. 

 

‘Why data centres are the new frontier in the fight against climate change’ 
Computerworld article (2019) 

• Growing conversation on carbon emissions from IT data centres.  

 

Archivists Against History Repeating Itself 

Have held activities against environmental disaster. Their Reading lists are also relevant to 
related work.  

 

Blog posts  

• Enacting Environmentally Sustainable Preservation: some thoughts   

• It’s not easy being green: Evaluating the impact of digital preservation  

• Is digital preservation bad for the environment?   

• Collection of resources on environmentally sustainable  digital preservation  

 

Recent events  

• ARA 2021 conference included dedicated strand on climate emergency and 
sustainable practices.   

• April 2020 Digital Preservation Coalition: Enacting Environmentally Sustainable 
Preservation – webinar   

• November 2021 Digital Preservation Coalition: Environmentally sustainable digital 
preservation – moving from theory to practice    

 

 

  

https://www.computerworld.com/article/3431148/why-data-centres-are-the-new-frontier-in-the-fight-against-climate-change.html
https://www.computerworld.com/article/3431148/why-data-centres-are-the-new-frontier-in-the-fight-against-climate-change.html
http://www.archivistsagainst.org/
http://www.archivistsagainst.org/readings/
https://www.dpconline.org/blog/enacting-environmentally-sustainable-preservation-some-thoughts
https://www.dpconline.org/blog/wdpd/blog-elisabeth-thurlow-wdpd
https://www.dpconline.org/blog/is-digital-preservation-bad-for-the-environment
https://www.dpconline.org/digipres/discover-good-practice/environmentally-sustainable-digital-preservation
https://www.dpconline.org/events/past-events/webinars/enacting-environmentally-sustainable-preservation
https://www.dpconline.org/events/past-events/webinars/enacting-environmentally-sustainable-preservation
https://www.dpconline.org/events/environmentally-sustainable-dp-theory-to-practice
https://www.dpconline.org/events/environmentally-sustainable-dp-theory-to-practice

